Report to inform
Habitats Regulations Appraisal
including
Appropriate Assessment
for the
Draft Firth of Clyde Marine Spatial Plan

Introduction

The Firth of Clyde Marine Spatial Plan (the Plan)' has been developed under the
auspices of the Scottish Government’s Scottish Sustainable Marine Environment
Initiative (SSMEI) Clyde Pilot project. The Plan is strategic in nature and establishes
an overarching policy framework intended to provide direction and guidance to the
sustainable development of marine activities within the Firth of Clyde.

The Plan has been in development since July 2006, under the guidance of a steering
group made up of representatives of key stakeholders and regulators, and was
launched on 31 March 2009. Following public consultation, which ended on 26 June
2009, a revised final Plan will be produced along with a report on lessons learned by
May 2010. The outcomes of the Clyde Pilot will inform the debate on future marine
management in Scotland, in particular possible approaches to (statutory) marine
planning at the regional level.

Development of the Plan was informed by a Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA). In their (statutory) response to the SEA Scoping report SNH stated:

“There are several Natura sites within the Plan area. Thus, the
Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994 as amended, (the
“Habitats Regulations”) apply. Where there are any potential significant
effects on Natura sites, it should be noted that these would be required to be
subject to an Appropriate Assessment’.

This document considers the effects of the Plan on the integrity of Natura 2000 sites
in the Firth of Clyde area. Section 1 lays out the screening process to determine
whether any of the policies within the Plan are likely to have a significant effect on
the qualifying interests and conservation objectives of Natura sites. Section 2
contains the Appropriate Assessment for any policies likely to have a significant
effect and includes approaches to avoidance or mitigation of such impacts. Section 3
provides the overall conclusion that the Plan is not likely to adversely affect the
integrity of any Natura site.

' The Plan can be viewed or downloaded from the project website at www.clydeforum.com/ssmei



Section 1 — Screening Process

Geographical Scope

The geographical scope of the Plan encompasses the marine and tidal extents of the
Firth of Clyde including the River Clyde Estuary, the Inner Firth and associated sea
lochs, and the Outer Firth. The Plan’s outer boundary extends from the tip of Mull of
Kintyre across to Finnarts Point, north of Loch Ryan (Figure 1).
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Figure 1 Geographical scope of the Plan

Natura Sites

The Appropriate Assessment requires consideration of all European sites that have
the potential to be impacted by the Plan, not just those sites within the boundaries of
the Clyde Estuary. When undertaking the assessment, consideration has been
given to whether there are further impact pathways that may result in impacts
outside of the Plan boundaries. It was considered that this was unlikely, for the
majority of polices within the Plan. The exception being FISH 3, where in view of the
inclusion of a policy to maintain and upgrade the A82 and A83 roads, along with the
Tarbert Woods SAC and proposed Glen Etive & Glen Fyne SPA indicated in Fig. 2,
which lie adjacent to the A83, Loch Lomond Woods SAC has also been included in
the screening process as it lies adjacent to the A82.
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Figure 2 Marine and Coastal Natura 2000 sites in the Firth of
Clyde area, (Natura sites outside the impact pathway of the
Plan have not been included)

The qualifying interests and conservation objectives for all of these sites, under the
Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) and Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC), are detailed in
Table 1.
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Screening of Policies

The Plan includes 41 policies within four cross-cutting themes and five sectoral
plans. The policies are intended to be interpreted together and the policies within the
cross-cutting themes, which include environment, underpin those developed for the
five sectors. The Plan also includes a five-year Action Plan (Annex |) containing 28
action points based strictly on the policies. As such the screening process for the
policies is considered to adequately cover the action points contained in the Action
Plan.

Table 2 determines whether each of the 41 policies is likely to have a significant
effect on each of the Natura sites identified above. The screening is informed by the
SEA of the Plan? and aided by the use of SNH's “GeoView” GIS tool. Only those
policies determined as having significant effects with respect to the notified
interest(s) or conservation objectives of a given site are highlighted for inclusion in
the Appropriate Assessment.

% Thompson, K., Ross, D. and Donnelly, J.E. (2009) Draft Firth of Clyde Marine Spatial Plan Strategic
Environmental Assessment: Environment Report Consultative Draft: March 2009
http://www.clydeforum.com/ssmei/images/stories/SEA Environmenteport draft.pdf

7



‘sos
8y} JO SOA0S[QO UOIIBAISSUOD 8Uj) SUIWIBPUN JOU [|IM Aoljod

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

‘aoueqInisip
Jo obewep osiwuUW 0} JOPJO Ul JUSWUOIIAUD
Japim 8y} uodn joedwi pue ajeds Jiay} o0} ajeudoidde
SUO[}EDO| Ul 8q P|NOYS SalIAIOE pue sjuswdopasq

aJeas pue uoneso] ajeridoiddy 9 AN

'sa)is 8y} Jo saAloalqo
UOI}BAIDSUOD 8Y} SUILLIBPUN JOU ||IM YDleasal paseq-3sa(

ON

SN

ON

SN

ON

ON

SN

ON

ON

‘padojansp
oq pinoys 8pAID JO yuid4 By} ulyum  uoneBiw
$9109ds SAlJeU-UOU SAISBAU| 10} Yiomawel Buipinb v

sa199ds aAlIseAul aAljeu-uoN § ANJ

"s8)Is 8y} JO S8AI}08[qo UoBAIaSUOD
8Uj} SUILLIBPUN JOU [|IM Y2Jeasal pjalj pue pased-ysaq

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

‘PUBI0OS Ul a1aymas|e uondope Jiayy
s|qeus o} padojensp 8q pinoys Asyy ‘sixe Apusino
siojeoipul sjelidoidde ou aleym ‘Ing SI0}BDIPUI [BUOHEU
Bunsixe woly paysijgelse aq pjnoys asay] ‘padojonsp
8q pjnoys sjeyqey pue sspads juepodwi o}
siojeolpul AAIsuas/ainssaid oyoads apA|D 1o auns v

sJojesipul AJIAlIsuas/ainssald ¥ AN3

's8)Is 8y} JO seAnoalqo
UOIJEAJOSUOD B} SUILLISPUN JOU |[IM YoJeasal paseqg-ysad

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

"salIAloe Aq paginisip
aq Aew saads Aiojesbiw pue ajiqow sawly IO
seale Juepodw] ale aiay) JoYym auIWIL}ep 0} J9pIo
ul pasAjeue pue paje||0o aq pinoys sarnads AlojesBiw
pue 8jiqow JO 80USLIND00 8y} UO uoljewlojul Bunsixgy

sajoads a|IqoN € ANT

"S8)Is 8U} JO SBAI}08[qo UoeAIaSU0D
8Uj} SUILWLIBPUN JOU [[IM Y2Jeasal pjalj pue pased-ysaq

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

‘sasn a|qiedwod pue juswabeuew
ojeudoisdde sulwlelep 0] passasse  AJAISUSS
JO sjeAs| yum ‘paddew pue peynuspl 8q plnoys
|UO0Z |eplgns oy} ul sjelgey pue saoads juepodu
Alledo| pue Ajjeuoijeu ‘Ajjeuoijeussjul Jo UOIIEI0| By

Sal}IAl}ISUaS pue
sjejiqey ‘saloads Buiddew pue Buifyuap] z AN3I

"s8)Is 8y} JO S8AI}08[qo UolBAIaSUOD
8y} sulwIBpuUN jou [|m Juswdojanap ABajels paseg-yseq

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

OoN

ON

ON

‘sdew jejqey ajeindoe Buuaalap pue
sa0ads pageas jo Buipuejsiapun Ja)aq e Buidojaasp
‘saioads AojesBiw pue sjigow jo abpsmouy 8y}
Buinosdwi 0y Ayoud anib pjnoys ABajens siy| "apA[D o
Uui4 9U} JO JUSWIUOIIAUS SULEW BY} UO Blep pJodal pue
Jayieb 0} padojansp aq pinoys yoeoidde oibajel)s v

JUBWIUOIIAUD
auliew ayj jo aseq abpajmouy ay3 Buinosdwy | ANJ

LNINNOAUIANT

6

SPOOM
Jaque]
A|s

1004
|lepue]
8 3)s

L

puowon
Yoo
s

aAn3
ua|9
9 aus

SI100|\
ueny
S 3us

ddy
us|9
v _®us

uen
yoelg
g aus

aphIo
Jauu|
Z s

2

Bieso
es|iy
8IS

sjuaWIWon

2199449 Jueajiubis aney o3 A9y

Koijod

10}098
[owayy

"eale apA|D Jo yui4 9y} ul Says einjeN
JO saAoalqo uoieAlasuod 1o sjsalajul Buihjijenb uo j0aye Jueslyiubis Jo pooylayi] ay} o} }oadsas ypm saidljod jo Buluasalog :z s|qel




‘padojanap safoyNy 2007
pue siadojonsp Jo} 8ouepinb pue Jno paled aq pjnoys
apA|D 10 yui4 ay) jo sishleue adeospuejadeosess
V 'paoueyus pue peplenbajes aq pinoys opAD

"S3)IS 8y} JO SOAI}03[GO UOBAIBSUOD J0 yui4 9y} jo sjesse adeospue| pue adeoseas ay|
8y} SUILLIBPUN JOU [|IM YDJeasal p|ay pue paseg-ysag OoN OoN OoN ON OoN OoN ON OoN ON adeospue| pue adeaseag 0L ANJ

‘sjeliqey pue saloads juenodwi uodn syoedw aaebau
oABY SONAIJOB 8J9Uym suoleoo| ul pajowolsd pue
pabeinoous aq pinoys AJSIeAIpolq sullew Jo sesie

‘Sa)Is juepodwi @oueyua Jo j09301d 0} seyoeoidde Alejunjop
8y} JO SA08[gO UOIIBAIBSUOD BY} BUILIBPUN JOU [|IM ADIj0d ON ON ON ON ON ON ON ON ON uonoajoud o0} sayoeoadde Aiejunjop 6 ANT

“aouepoduwl [euoljeu Jo sjyauaq

OJWOU0d JO [e1o0s AQ paybiemino Apes|d ale sjosye
aslonpe Aue Jo ‘pasjwoidwod 8q jou pjnom esse
pajeubisap ay) jo Aubajul |jelano sy} pue uoneubisap
ay} JO SOAROS[qo |lesoA0 BU} ey} pajelisuowsp
8 ued }| ssajun papiwiad ag Jou |Im (S|SSS) I1sala|
'so)s oypualds [ewadg jo saus Bunosye juswdojensq

83U} JO SBA}0S[O UOIJBAISSUOD SUj} SUIWIBPUN JOU [|IM ADljod ON ON ON ON ON ON ON ON ON }saJaju] oy13ualog |eroadg jJo says g ANI

“(SI8ISIUI YSI]I00S BIA) UOISSILUIWOD
ueadoing oy} jo uouido 8y} 0} 108lgns suoseal
JBYJ0 JO JUSWUOIIAUS 8y} Joj aouepodwi Asewud
Jo ssaousnbeasuoo |eloysuaq ‘Ajojes olgnd  ‘yyesy
uewny o} ajejal jsasaul olgnd BulpLIBAO 1O} SUOSED)
8y} aIaym Sased yons ul panss] aq A|UO UBD Juasu0D
'saj0ads Jo jeygey Awoud ueadoing e Joy pejeubisep
usag sey d)s ay} aloym 1deoxe aunjeu dILIOUOID
JO [BID0S B JO ©Q UBD 9S8yl ‘dinjeu dJWOU0Id JO
[e1oos e Jo asoy) Buipnioul ‘ysalejul olignd BuiplLIBAC Jo
suoseals aAljesadwi aie 818y} pue ‘SUONN|OS dAlleUIB} e
ou aJe alay) ateym papiwlad aq Ajuo |im juswdojarap
‘a)s oy} jJo Aubsjul 8y) joaye AjoSISApE JOU ||IM
yawdojaAsp B Jey} apnjouod o0} djgeun S| JUBWSSaSSe
ue aJaypn Juswssasse ajeudosdde ue 0) joslgns aq

IM (S8)IS Jeswey pue ‘UoeAIasUO) Jo sealy [eloads
‘sealy uoo9joId |eroadg Buipnoul) sa)s 000z eiNieN
‘sols uo 1090 jueoyiubis e aney 0} Ay juswdopasQ

8y} JO SaA08[gO UOIIBAIBSUOD By} BUILLIBPUN JOU [|IM ADIj0d ON ON ON ON ON ON ON ON ON sajs eanjeN 2 AN

1NINNOYIANI

SPOOM jo0} puowo-] aAng SI00|\ ddy e apA|o Breio
uaqie] | |epua yoso1 ua|n uery ua|9 yoe|g Jauu| es|ly
6 9)s [ 8 dAS | L 9)iS [ 9 9S | G dBMUS | ¥ dBUS | € ¥BNIS | Z ¥S | | ¥qWS 103098

sjuawwo) £)99y)a jueaiubis aney oy A|ayiq] Aaljod | jewayl




ol

"Jonpuod jo
apog s,qn|o enby-gng ysnug ay) se yons pabeinoous
aq p|noys sayoeoidde Aiejunjoa pue abejuay awnew

Jo Ayubajul sy} uo palapISuod 8g OS[e PINOYS SaNIAIJOR T
Jo 1oedwi ay] ‘sjuswnuow panpayosun Apuaind ﬁ
Jo aouepodwi |euajod 8y} 0} UONEIBPISUOD YIM usye) o
aq pinoys juawdojpasp 03 yoeoidde Aseuonneosid W
e  ‘uonosjoud pajwil sey SMHN 8yl  Mmojeq m
abejuay awnuew jo Ajolew ayy sy -pajosjoid pue
‘sols papsenbajes aq pjnoys abejusy swuew juedyubig
8y} JO SaA}0alqo UoBAIaSUOD By} sulwlapun jou |im Adljod ON ON ON ON ON ON ON OoN OoN abejuiay awnliew pienbajes pue 399j0oid | ¥3H
"}SO| Jou
s| AJojsiy swiew you siy} buunsus jJo sAem Japisuod
pinoys ‘siayjo Buowe ‘sanioyine [eoo| pue pajowold
8g pjnoys salunwwod [eyseod jo abejuay pue
aInyNd 8yl "S8lIAI}Oe aINsI9| suuew ul uopnedoed
pasealoul ybnosyy sI juswabebus-al siy} aAslyoe
0] Wslueyossw auQ ‘juswuoliaua  Buppom  ‘Bulall
‘29 | Sols e sulewsal apA|D Jo yui4 8y} ey} asiubodas Jspeq o
einjeN auuew pajybiybly om) ay) uo sainssald aoueqinisip 0] pue abejiiay awijlew pue JUsWUOIIAUS [B}SBOD JIBY} o
Jleuolippe paxa ybiw wsuno} app|im Buipnjoul saijAloe yum abebus-al 0} pabeinodus ag pinoys saniuNwwo) m
ainsig| auuew uj uonedonued Joy sepunpoddo pasealoul abejuay awnliew pue c
JO pue }seod 0} Ssad0e |elauab pasealoul Jo uonowold ON ON ON ON ON ON ON SOA SOA | JuswWuUOIIAUS [B}SBOD 3y} Yyim Buibebus-ay g NOD M
‘a]qeqoidwi g 0} PaIapISUOD ale Sals E
BiesD es|iy pue apA|D Jauu| 8y} uo Aoijod siy Jo }nsal e se
syuawdojanap maN "aAidalqo Aaljod siy) pue salis [elsalls)
oy} usamjaq obexul ou sI alay)l ‘[esiesddy suonenboy
sjejiqeH ajesedas 0} j09lgns aq pinom sjosfoid [enpiaipul *S8I}IUNWIWIOD [BD0] 10} SHBUS( [eID0S pue
Aue pue apA|D jo yui4 ayy Joj AbBejesns juswdojansp Auy 2lWOU098 Wnuwixew apiroid o} paubisap pue pajedo|
‘sols 8q p|noys SaljIAloe pased-sulew Joj sjuswdojensq
8y} JO SaA}0alqo UoBAIaSUOD By} sulwlapun jou |im Adljod ON ON ON ON ON ON ON ON ON sjuawdojanap maN LINOD
"9} duew
Jo wajqoid 8y} }eqWod 0} spoye Jivyy ul pauoddns
8q pnoys saanemul Bupsix3  sugep  pue  Jop|
SULBW JO S82JNOS ulew 8y} pue sease Ayloud Ayuspl
‘wajgold 8y} jJo JudIXe By} SSasse 0} apA|D Jo yuid
ay) ul yiomyau Buuoyuow onewsisAs e Bulysigeiss
apnjoul pinoys siy] -padojeasp aq pjnoys 8pA)D
‘sols JO ypi4 8y} Joj ABejelys Jajpl| sulew pajeuipiood
8y} JO SaA}03[qo UoBAIaSUOD By} sulwlapun jou |im Adljod ON ON ON ON ON ON ON OoN OoN S1Iqap pue a1 Sue L ANT
SPOOM jo0} puowo-] aAng SI00|\ ddy e apA|o Breio
Maque] |epua] yoo ua|o ueny ua|o yoe|g Jauuj es|ly
6 9Us | 8 dus | L 9US | 9 9SS [ S dMS | ¥ ¥S | € 9SS | T ¥®S | L 3¥s 10}09g
sjusawwo) 210949 Jueoyyiubis aney o} Ajayi Aoljod | /ewayl




Ll

"Jojem pajsabul siasn
|euonealoal Ji pajediolue 8q PINOM S}OB48 ||| OU Blaym seale
Ajjuspl 0} Apnis paseq Msep e sI Aojjod siy} JOo snoo) ayl

'sa)is

“J19)em }sabul siesn |euolesioal ji pajedionue
9Q PINOM S}09YD ||| OU 8JBYM |9Ad] B Je g p|noys
pJepuels siyl ‘pajebiseAul 8q pjnoys uolesldal
sulew o} puewsp ybBly e si aioy} assym apA|D
JO YMi4 a9y} jo seale Joj uopeubisep pue plepuels
Ajljenb Jsjem |euonjealoal e Buneald oy |enuslod ayl

8y} Jo SaA}0alqo UoBAIaSUOD By} sulwlapun jou |im Adljod ON ON ON ON ON ON ON OoN OoN Ayjenb Jayepy v 194
"saljl|I0e} 0] [1es, JO dJomjau e Buidojonap pue Ajoeded
Buiypaq Buiseasour Buipnpur ‘psjowold aq pjnoys
‘salis wsuno} Joj saniunpyoddo aoueyus jeyj ainyonuiselul 2
8} JO SBAI}03[q0 UOIJEAISSUOD BY) SuUIWIBpUN JOU ||IM Sa10ads pue sajioe} Jo juswdoAsp 8yl epAlD  Jo m
SAI}BU-UOU BULIBW Ul 8SBaIOUI [BI}US}0d "SYlUOW Jawwns Upi4 8y} ulypm pabeinosus aq pinoys Asnsnpui Buisinio m
Jo Buuds ayy ui Bield es|iy punode Jajl| pue adueqlnisip se pue Buies ay} Joj Ayoeded ainjoniiselul pasealou| W
yons sjoedw paxa ybiw AyAnoe Buijeoq ainsis| pasealou| ON ON ON ON ON ON ON ON SOA Buisini) pue Buljies € 19y =
"sa)Is 8say) uo Ajyijun si jJuswdojanap nNu
|eJnjoniisesul  BulBIoYS SB  ‘SOYS  pue  sydS  Jaylo >
uo joedwi ue aAey 0} Aj@yIiun aJe aisymasie suswdojanaqg "Ino paled aq pinoys sisAjeue Ayoeded z
'VdS opAlD Jauul 8yl uo joedwi ue aney o0} Ay pue jipne ainjonJisesul ue suoneodo| ajeudoidde jsow m
ale apA|D Jauul ay} ul sjuswdojaAap aInjonJiseljul apisaioys ay} ul pajable) sI JUBWISaAUI Jey} ainsua 0] '82Inosal o
pue sAemdiS "esn paseasou; Bunowosd ose gz NOD O} J9JeM 8U} O} SS820e pasealdu] djey||ioe} 0} Padueyud una
anp 1nooo Aew sjoedwi @dueqinisip aAlje|nwng ‘siejiqey uo pue paulejulew ag pjnoys apA|D JO Yui4 dy} Ssoloe »
sjoedwi uaxa Aew sanjioe} Buyied pajeroosse pue sAemdi|s ainjonuiseljul apisaloys pue sAemdi|s Jo ylomjau ay| =
jo uorsinoid ay) Apenoiued ‘sjuswdojensp ojeds Jsjlews ON ON ON ON ON ON ON SOA ON alnjonuseljul apisaloys pue shkemdi|s Z 189y
‘a|qeqo.dwi 8q 0} palapISU0D ale Sals
BiesD es|iy pue apA|D Jauu| 8y} uo Aoijod siy Jo }nsal e se
syuaswdolanap maN "aAldalgo Adjjod siy) pue sajis [el}sa.Is) '9]qISS9098. BIe
ay)} usamiaq abexull ou sI aiay] ‘|esieiddy suonenbay pue Ajppim aiow sujBuUSq dlwouods peaids ‘uosess
sjejiqeH ajesedas 0} j09lgns aq pinom sjosfoid [enpiaipul wis1INo} 8y} puaixa yaiym asoy} Auenoiued ‘papoddns
Aue pue apA|D Jo yui4 8y} Joy Absjesss juswdorsp Auy aq Ajessusb pjnoys aunjoniisesul  pue  sapoe)
‘salis pajejal uonealdal pue wsuUNO) jJo juswdojersp 8yl
8y} JO SaA}0a[qo UoBAIaSUOD By} sulwlapun jou |im Adljod ON ON ON ON OoN OoN ON OoN OoN wS1INO} pue uoljealdal sule | 19y
‘pauoddns
ag pjnoys dnois Buppopp AlojeS Jslepp S |lounod)
AID mobse|s pue dnole siasn opAlD JoAry Byy
‘@oplwwo) AlojeS aulel JoMISIg 9yl Se yons siasn
auuew O} UOIleWIOjUl JO UONBUIWSSSIP 3y} d|qeus W
puUB SONSS| JO SSOUSIBME 9SEaIOUl Jey} SWSIUBYIS m
‘JoNpuod  Jo Ssepod  |edo] jo juswdoeasp 8y} M
Buipnjour pabeinooua ag pjnoys sayoeoidde Atejunjop
‘Ajojes aulewW UO SaNIAIIOE pajejal pue sjuswdojansp
‘sols jo spedw| sy} o} usalb 8q pJNOYS UONEIapPISUOD
8y} JO SaA}03[qo UoBAIaSUOD By} sulwlapun jou |im Adljod ON ON ON ON ON OoN ON OoN OoN Ayoyes auuely | 34v'S Aoijod
SPOOM jo0} puowo-] ETVE] SI00|\ ddy e apA|o Breio
Maque] |epua] yoo ua|o ueny ua|o yoe|g Jauuj es|ly
6 9Us | 8 dus | L 9US | 9 9SS [ S dMS | ¥ ¥S | € 9SS | T ¥®S | L 3¥s 10}09g
sjusawwo) 210949 Jueoyyiubis aney o} Ajayi Aoljod | /pwayl




¢l

‘A@yun Ajybiy 1090 ueoyiubis
Aue snyj ‘so}Is }S00J M8} B JO BUO SB JOALI 8U) JO sayoeal [epl}
8y} 9sN pue ydS 8y) 0} jusdelpe pue ul spjel ul pasy ey

‘papinoid siaujeluod ueadoin3 piepuels Alled o) a|qe
S9)JN0J [BUOIIIPPE puB ‘paonpal sjulelsuod Ajoedeo
‘ponosdwl 8 pINOYS SHIOM}BU YSI}I0OS pue SIOpLIoD
olbejesis 0} suonoauuo) uleyos Alddns pue walsAs
Jodsuely Jepim 8y} ol pajelodiooul pue pajeibajul
Jayag aq pjnoys sinogley pue spod asay] “Inogley

3oe|g e suems JodoOyAA "S[eWWEW SBWBWOoS pue ‘sjoasul JAY pue [eBulwIS] UBS2( HO0US3IS) ‘UOISISIUNH (%2}
‘Ysl} Jeyemysal) JO 82IN0S pOO) dAljeUId}E UB SBeY ydiym 1e s|eulwua) [epownnw [enuajod saiyy payjuapl asey m
J9J}0 8y} JO SOVYS [eiseod joaye 0} Aj@yijun jng ‘pooy Joy sue|d juawdojansq 207 "pajowoltd pue pabeinoous T
JUSWIUOIIAUS Sulew 8y} uo puadap Yoiym syds Je spligess 8q pnoys bHuiddiys pue s BuqWOd  piNOM w
jo8ye 0] Aj@yl 8g pjnom siy] ‘sabejids |esiwayd Jayjo Io yolym ‘sqny |epownnw mau jo juawdojaasp 8yl >
10 JO Ysu asealoul pjnod AyAnoe buiddiys Jo s|ens| paseasou| ON ON ON ON ON ON ON SOA SOA ainjonuysenul Buipuey jybiai4 ¢ 189S z
"S9|qejaWl} JO UOIIBSIUOIYIUAS pue sjuswanoldu m._
ainjonJiselul ajeudoisdde  jo uoisinoid ay) W
ybnouyy seoinies Auey yum ajqissod aseym pajelbajul =
‘sols 8q pnoys ainjonsisenul podsuesy olgnd [eu}saLId | ﬁ
8y} JO SaA}03[qo UoBAISSUOD By} sulwlapun jou |im Adljod ON ON OoN ON OoN OoN ON OoN OoN uonjeibajul podsuely olgqnd z 1°8S o
‘panuspl buieq "sjuswianoidwi Jnogley ula_
Aemyjed aA1308UUOD OU pue sanos Ay auldyl] wody Aeme Aessaoau  Aue Buipnpoul ‘paysiigeise aq pnoys
Buleg suoieoo| ay) 0} anp says einieN Jayjo Aue uo jo0aye $90IAI8S A118) POPUBIXS JO MBU ‘SISIXS paau JO puewap
weoyiubis e aney o} A@xiun si Aojjod sy} ‘JenemoH -esie QI8YAN\  "uolsuedxs 89IAI8S  aunjny  JOo  suolnessado
SIy}) ul aseasoul Aew saoinIas Ausy ‘epA|D Jauu| 8y} punole jusund  Jspuly ybiw jeyy sjuswdojeasp duuew
uonendod uegin uaAl) ‘sajnol Aldy mau pasodoisd Aue jo wolj paplenbajes aq pnoys sayosd Ausy Bunsix3
sjuawalinbal ainjonJjseljul pue ainjeu ‘Buinol uo spuadaq ON ON ON ON ON ON ON SOA ON sallI94 | 18S
sa)Is asay} 1e AlAloe aInsisg|
juanald Bield es|iy JO SPIj0 Jeays pue uoleoso| paje|osl ‘uonealdal paseg-auliew Joy uoisiroid
pue apA|D Jauu| 8y} JO Sjepnw 8y} ‘Sa)Is [BL}Sa.I8)} By} paseasoul apinoid 0} pabeinodus a8q pjnoys sjooyos
pue sunsind ainsia| auLlepy usamiag ALAIDBUUOD OU SI 818y | pue saijoyny [eooT] ‘padoddns aq pjnoys uonealdal
‘salis auuew ul uonedioied abeinodus jeyl SaAneniu|
8y} JO SBA}03[qO UOoBAIBSUOD 8y} suiwlapun jou [im Adljod ON ON ON ON ON ON ON ON ON juswabebua Ajunwwion 7 19y
sa)Is asay} 1e AlAloe aInsis|
woenaid Blein es|ly  JO SO Jeays pue uoleodo| pale|osl ‘papoddns ag pjnoys ‘pue|joos |les pue apA|D |ies se
pue 8pA|D JBuu| 8y} JO Sjeypnw ay} ‘sd)IS [Bl}SaLId} By} yons ‘diysseuped bunsixa pue synsind ainsig| suew
pue sunsind ainsia| saulely usamiaq AHAIJDBUUOD OU S| 818y | 10} UoljeUISaP JOUSIA B Se 8pA|D Jo yui4 8y} ajowold 0}
‘salis padojanap aq pinoys Abajens Buiexiew pajesbajul uy
8y} JO SBA}08[q0 UOoBAISSUOD 8y} suiwlapun jou [im Adljod ON ON ON ON ON ON ON ON ON apA|D Jo yui4 ayj Bunayiep 9 19y
"SI9SN |B}SE0D pUB dulew Jayjo YHm 101jjuod
pue syedw) Buibewep asiwiujw 0} ‘SIapjoyae)s Jayjo
pue ssauisnqg ‘uoneasdal yum diysisuped ul padojonsp
8g Pp|noys 1onpuod Jo sapod  Alejunjoa ouyoads
9PAID JO UMI4 ‘POBRUSPI S| SPOD BIGEINS OU BIBUYAN
‘sols ‘pabeinoous ag pjnoys sepod Bupsixa jo uonowold
8y} JO SaA}03[qo UoBAIaSUOD By} sulwlapun jou |im Adljod ON ON ON ON OoN OoN ON OoN OoN J9Npuo9 Jo sapo9 AIejun|oA G 19y
SPOOM jo0} puowo-] ETVE] SI00|\ ddy e apA|o Breio
Maqie] lepua] yoon ua|o ueauy ua|o yoel|g Jauuj es|iy
6 9Us | 8 dus | L 9US | 9 9SS [ S dMS | ¥ ¥S | € 9SS | T ¥®S | L 3¥s 103098
sjusawwo) 210949 Jueoyyiubis aney o} Ajayi Aoljod | /ewayl




€l

‘Blet) es|ly punole Aienysa pasodxa ayj Ul 1o apA|D
Jauu| 8y} Jo sieypnw 8y} uo |eonoesdwl S| BINYNOLEW JO
uawdojonsp pue sajis [el}salla) Joedwl JOU [[IM SIN}NoLE

'salis einjeN Aue yym AJIAI}OBUUOD OU SABY SEeale ain)noLIely| ‘padojanap aq pjnoys apA|D Jo Yui4 8y} uiym va

‘salis ainynouew Joy ABajelis pajeulplood pue pajelbajul uy 2

9y} JO SaAN}08[gO UOIBAIBSUOD By} BUILIBPUN JOU [IM AD1j0d OoN ON OoN ON OoN OoN ON OoN ON | @pAID jo Y4 ay} 10) ABajesys ainjnolie|\ vV Z ¥VIN o

‘Brei) esjiy punole Aienjsa pasodxa ay} ul 1o apA|D _m

Jauu| 8y} Jo Sjeipnw 8y} uo |eonoesdwl S| 8JNynNdUEW Jo m_

wawdojaAsp pue sa)is |el)salia) oedull Jou [[IM ain)NoUel ‘payiluapl aq pinoys juawdojaAsp an}nouew _m__
'salis einjeN Aue yym AJIAI}OBUUOD OU SABY SEeale ain)ndLIely 1o} suoneoo| pausjald pue apA|D Jo yui4 By} UIyIMm
'sa)is pabeinooua aq pjnoys ainjnoLiew jo juswdojarap ayl
9y} JO SaAN}08[gO UOIBAIBSUOD By} BUIWIBPUN JOU [IM AD1j0d OoN ON OoN ON OoN OoN ON OoN OoN aln}jjnouew jo Juawdo|aAap a|qeule}sns | ¥VIN
‘syoedwi [BJUBWIUOIIAUS
"JUSWUOIIAUS BulIeW |lenuajod jsuiebe oebiiw  pue asiWUIW  ‘Ayuapl
ay} jo Abayur ay; 1o8101d 0} pasu ayy subyBly Aotjod siyL 0} ®pAID JO yui4 8y ulyum suopessdo Buibpaip
‘S9)IS |endeo o} paydope aq pjnoys yoeoidde Ateuonnesaid y
8y} JO SaAN08[gO UOIBAIBSUOD By} BUILIBPUN JOU [IM AD1j0d OoN ON OoN ON OoN OoN ON OoN OoN Buibpaiq |eyden g 189S
"UOIUBAUOY I8]JeA\ I1SEe(|eg 8y} Ul Ino }8s se
spiepuelg aouewlouad Jajep) ise|leg pue abueyox3
'sa10ads aAjeU-UOU BUBW JO Jajsuel} 8y} Buisiwiuiw Jo)lep\  iselleg eyl yum  9|qiedwod  sainpaosoud
Ag sweisAsooe auuew [edo] jo Awbal ay) }osj0id pue ainjoniisesul apnpuUl piNoys BpA|D Jo  yuig
0] paubisap sI QIN| @Yl JO UOIUBAUOD JB)ep) 1sejleg 8yl ay) uiyum jyblal) |euoneUIBIUI JO SBWN|OA pasealoul
‘sols a|puey o} sajioe; uod jo juswdojersp Jo uoisuedx3
9y} JO SaAN08[gO UOIBAIBSUOD By} BUILIBPUN JOU [IM AD1j0d OoN ON OoN ON OoN OoN ON OoN OoN J3)epA Isejleqg /L 1°8S
"ainssaid uawdojaasp aonpal "apA|D ay} Buoje
10} Ul Aew Aojjod siy] -Ajuo juswdojaasp aulew / sJasn ajebineu 0} s|ossoA Jo Ajjige ay) uo ‘Alenise Jauul ay}
auuew usdM}aq suoloesaul uo s Aoljod siy) Jo snooy ay | Jo syjueq ay} Buoje swdojaAsp [eulsalia) jo sjoedwl
‘salis 8y} 0} uonelapisuod aAIb pjnoys sanuoyine Buiuueld
9y} JO SaAN08[gO UoIBAIBSUOD By} BUILIBPUN JOU [IM AD1j0d OoN ON OoN ON OoN OoN ON OoN OoN sjuawdo|ana( |el)salia] 9 189S

“Aixiun Ajybly j0eye Jueoyiubls
Aue snyj ‘Salis }S00J M3} B JO SUO SB JaAL 38U} JO Ssayoeal |epl}
8y} @sh pue ydS ay} 0} Jusoelpe pue ul sp|aly Ul pas) ued ‘Juawdojanap e yons
3oe|g e suems JadooypA "SjelWeW SaWBWos pue ‘sjoasul uodn 1o8ye aAnebau e aney Aew jey} pabeinoosip
‘ysl} Jeyemysal) JO 82IN0S pOO) dAljEUId}E UB SBY ydiym sjuswdojaAep  suuew  pue  papienbajes  aq
JBY0 By} JO SOYS |elSeod joaye 0} Aj@yiun jng ‘pooy Joy pInoys eale ay] "UoISIalUNH Je juswanow Jyblaly eas
JUBWIUOIIAUS BulewWw 8y} Uuo puadap Yolym syds Je spliqess Joy} Jayem daap Buuinbai gny juswdiysuel) [euoneusaiul
jo8ye 0] Aj@yl| 8q pjnom siy] ‘sabejids |esiwayd Jayjo Io ue Jjo wawdojansp [enuajod sy} sasiubooal ue|d Syl
|10 JO ¥su aseasoul pjnod Ajiaoe Buiddiys jo sjeaa| pasealou| OoN ON OoN ON OoN OoN ON SOA SOA Jod Jauiejuod iajem dasp uolsIdajuny G 1°9S
‘pabeinoosip
aq p|noys sapoe} asay) 0} s@ssaA  Buiob
-ueaoo ab.e| Aq uonebineu uodn 1088 aaljebau e aney
*Ajuo juswdojoaap aulew / s1asn Aew ey} sjuswdojansp auue|y "pajosjoid ag pjnoys
aullew UsaM}ag SuoljoeIgUl UO S| Adljod SIy} JO SNooj Byl Hod Jejep\ desa@ uojsIelunH pue [eulwlid] UBadQ
'sa)Is Heuul4 jo aunonisequl juedodwi  Ajjeuoneu eyl
8y} JO S8A}08[gO UOIIBAIBSUOD By} BUILLIBPUN JOU ||IM AD1j0d ON ON ON ON ON OoN ON OoN OoN suodxa pue suodwi [and ¢ 189S
SPOOM jo0} puowo-] ETVE] SI00|\ ddy e apA|o Breio
Maqie] lepua] yoon ua|o ueauy ua|o yoel|g Jauuj es|iy
6 9)NS |8 dUS | L S | 9 BS |G BMS [y US| € S | Z dMS | L 3¥WS 103098
sjuawwo) £103y9 Jueoiyiubis aney o3 A|ay7 Aoljod | /pwayl




14

'sa)Is

‘spJepue)s uoieoiiuad ajeudosdde jo
uondope pue ‘awayos Jayl| 104 Buysly sy ‘seioads pue
sjejigey aulew j08joid 0} sainsesw AlejunjoA :epnjoul
yoiym ‘sauaysy apA|D ayy buibeuew o3 sayoeoidde
aAljeladood  pue  aAljelogeljoo  Bupuswedwi pue
Buidojansp ul pauoddns aq pinoys Alysnpul Buiysy eyl

8y} JO SBAN}08[q0 UOoBAISSUOD 8y} suiwlapun jou |im Adljod ON ON ON ON ON ON ON ON ON sayoeouddy AieyunjoA G HSI4
‘Rinoe
Buiysyy 0} oaAlIsuss aie jeyy sa0ads pue sielgey
'SoyIs 109104d 0} pabeinoous aq pinoys Assnpul Bulysi ayl
8y} JO SaA1}03[qo UoBAISaSUOD By} sulwlapun jou |im Adljod ON ON ON ON OoN OoN ON OoN OoN sajo0adg pue sjejiqeH bunoajoid ¥ HSI4
"€8Y Pue zgy ayj epesbdn pue ulejurew yeyy
‘6 9 / ‘Q SOls eInjeN Josaye syiom 0} uaalb Ajuoud ypum ‘siossesoid pue sjexiew
Apueoyiubis pjnoo saynol Atewnd asay) jo juswdojaasp pue 0] juswdiysues; pidel s|geus 0} ainjyonuisesul peolt
doueusijulew Auy "Zzgy oy} 0} jusdelpe 8l SPOOAA PuoOWoT] Aoy 8y} anoidwi o} pabeinoous aq pinoys sainsespy w
Yo07 g8V 8y} 0} Jusoelpe 8l SPOOA HgJe | pue dAlg us|D SOA ON SOA SOA ON ON ON ON ON Speoy € HSId I
‘sals ‘ue|d Juawabeue 54| apA|D ﬁ
einjeN Yim AJaijoauuod ou aaey suod Buiysy apA|D se sayis ay) jo Wby ul sanioe) pue ainjoniselul ajeudosdde m
10940 0] Aj@yjllun ainjonusesul Bulysy [eoo] jo juswdojpaaq ulejulew pue JaAlBp 0} padojeAsp 8q p|noys @
‘salis ue|d oibajens e Asysnpul Buiysiy |eoo| ay) psenbajes o
8y} JO SBAN}08[q0 UOBAISSUOD 8y} sulwlapun jou [im Adljod ON ON ON ON ON ON ON ON ON ainjoniysenu] Z HSI4
‘sjuawdojanap mau Joj saAneluasaldal buiysyy
yym pabeinoous aq pjnoys uoneynsuod uoneolddeaid
‘Buiysy uo joedwi ou Jo Jewuiw Ypm paadosd pjnod
juswdojanap alaym sease Apuspl sjqissod asaym
pue Auanoe Buiysy jo juswaoe(dsip yum pajeioosse
sjoedw] juswebeuew X00})S puEB OJWOUODS 8y}
uo asuepinb dojaasp 0} pabeinoous aq pjnoys Assnpul
‘Aluo siasn Buiysy a8yl -sjesodoisd juswdojaasp  Buluiwisiep
SULEBW USBM}SQ SuoljoeIdjul Uo S| Adjjod siy) JO sndoy ay | pue bBuidojpasp usym spunosb  Buiysy/sisaisiul
‘salis Buiysyy |edo] Jo  uaye} 8g Pp|NoYs  UN02dY
8y} JO SaA}03[qo UoBAIaSUOD By} sulwlapun jou |im Adljod ON ON ON ON ON OoN ON OoN OoN aoeds 10} uopnadwod | HSIH
"Juswaalby Juswabeuey\ ealy JUBAS|SI
ay) uiyum sjelado pue o} dn ubis o} pabeinoous aq
‘salis pinoys apA[D 10 yui4 8y} uiyym siaonpoid uowes ||y
8y} JO SaAN}08[qOo UOBAISSUOD 8y} suiwlapun jou |im Adljod ON ON ON ON ON ON ON ON ON uowljeg pJIM Bunoajoud ¥ YVIN
'SI9SN dueW Jayj0 pue SaiiuNwWwWod ‘Safjlioyine
Buiuueld ‘siojenbas  yum uoneynsuocd uoneoldde
'SoyIs -aid 1no Aueo o) pabeinoous aq pinoys sitadojprag
8y} JO SaA1}03[qo UoNBAISSUOD By} sulwlapun jou |im Adljod ON ON ON ON ON OoN ON OoN OoN uolejnsuod uonesiidde-aid € ¥YVIN
SPOOM jo0} puowo-] ETVE] SI00|\ ddy e apA|o Breio
Maque] |epua] yoo ua|o ueny ua|o yoe|g Jauuj es|ly
6 9Us | 8 dus | L 9US | 9 9SS [ S dMS | ¥ ¥S | € 9SS | T ¥®S | L 3¥s 10}09g
sjusawwo) 210949 Jueoyyiubis aney o} Ajayi Aoljod | /pwayl




Sl

*AJuo stasn
aulleW UsaM}aq SuoljoeIaluUl UO S| Adljod SIy} JO SNooj 8y
'sa)Is

‘sasodind Buljooo Joy
9pAID JO yui4 8y} wouy Jaem joelisge o} suone)s Jomod
jo Ajpge ayy uo aAey pinom syuswdojeAsp sulew
Mmau jey} jJoedwi ay} 0} UaAlb g p|NoOYs UONJEISPISUCD

m
4
8y} JO SBAN}08[qOo UOBAISSUOD 8y} suiwlapun jou [im Adljod ON ON ON ON ON ON ON ON ON suolje}s Jamod paseq pue] Z 499S3 E
‘paulwIdapuUN Jou a1am apA|D Jauu| a8y} m
JO S9AI}08[qO UOIIBAISSUOD BY} Jey} UMOYS 81aMm Ji JI UONEed0| o0
ajeudosdde, ul aq 0} palepisuod aq Ajuo pnom [esodosd Y C
Auy epA|p Jaddn ay) Joj uondo ue se paysabbns usaq H%
aney sabeueq |epil  "9pA|D Jauu| ay} Jo Biei) es|y joaye Zm
pinom yolym suofeoso| ul padojoasp aq |im Jemod anem E >
1o [epn ‘puim jey) ABojouyos} 8|qesasalo) JO Juaund Yum W
Algeqosdua s} “Asenis3 apA|D ay) uiyum Abiaus ajgemausl _nm
SUUBW pUE SB)IS [BU)SBIIS} BY} UdAMIS] ANAIJOSUUOD Ou m
sl ajay] ‘|esiedddy suonenbay sieyqeH ajelsedss o} 109lgns ‘suoljeoo| ajeudoidde ul pabeinooua pue papoddns N
aqg pinom sjosfosd [enpiaipul Aue pue 8pA|D JO Yyui4 8y} Joj 8q pjnoys apA|D Jo yui4 8y} ulypm AbBisus ajgemaual
ABojess juswdojonsp ABlous ajgemaual aulew Auy "s8lis Jo uopesin pue uonelouab oy} Jo} sjesodoid
8y} JOo S8A}03[qo UOoBAIBSUOD By} aulwiapun Jou |im Adljod OoN ON ON ON ON OoN ON ON OoN ABiau3z ajgemaudy | 499S3
SPOOM jo0} puowo-] ETVE] SI00|\ ddy e apA|o Breio
Maqie] lepua] yoon ua|o ueauy ua|o yoel|g Jauuj es|iy
6 9)NS |8 dUS | L S | 9 BS |G BMS [y US| € S | Z dMS | L 3¥WS 103098
sjusawwo) 210949 Jueoyyiubis aney o} Ajayi Aoljod | /ewayl




All polices have been considered in combination and no further Natura sites were
identified to have connections with the Plans polices.

This screening indicates that the Plan would not be anticipated to exert any
significant effects on wintering whooper swans utilising the Black Cart SPA. The
swans feed in fields within and adjacent to the SPA and use the tidal reaches of the
Black Cart as a roost site. There are terrestrial development pressures on feeding
areas and alternative roost sites lying outwith the SPA boundary.

The screening demonstrates that there would be no significant effects on Glen App &
Galloway Moors SPA nor on Arran Moors SPA. The qualifying species of these
SPAs is the Hen harrier which is essentially an open country species showing a
close affinity to heather moorland and young forestry plantations with heather ground
vegetation during the breeding season. Thus marine-based policies do not
compromise their conservation objectives and coastal policies are not likely to impact
these SPAs due to their geographical location reducing the connectivity.

Lendalfoot Hills Complex SAC is also not likely to be impacted by the Plan. The
qualifying habitats include terrestrial grasslands, fens, heathland and quaking bogs.
Due to the location of the SAC the connectivity between marine-based policies, even
with terrestrial implications, and terrestrial habitats are reduced and extremely
unlikely to have a significant effect on the conservation objectives for the qualifying
habitats.

A number of policies, however, are identified as having the potential to affect the
interests of Natura sites. These policies are considered in the appropriate
assessment appraisal in the following section.
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Section 2 - Appropriate Assessment Appraisal

Policies identified in Table 2 as likely to have significant effects upon the notified
interests and conservation objectives of Natura sites are considered in more detail
below. At this strategic level, it is not possible to predict or assess with any degree
of certainty the impact on specific European sites. Individual projects would be
subject to separate Habitats Regulations Appraisal.

Policy COM 2 Re-engaging with the coastal environment and maritime heritage
Policy Details

Communities should be encouraged to re-engage with their coastal environment and
maritime heritage and to better recognise that the Firth of Clyde remains a living,
working environment. One mechanism to achieve this re-engagement is through
increased participation in marine leisure activities. The culture and heritage of
coastal communities should be promoted and local authorities, among others, should
consider ways of ensuring this rich maritime history is not lost.

Implications for the sites

The promotion of increased general access to the coast and of increased
opportunities for participation in marine leisure activities, including wildlife tourism,
might exert additional disturbance or litter pressures on Ailsa Craig and the Inner
Clyde Estuary. This could potentially compromise two conservation objectives:

1) No significant disturbance of the species
2) Distribution of the species within site

Disturbance of seabirds breeding on Ailsa Craig and their possible displacement
from sensitive areas, such as localities used for feeding or loafing or by recently
fledged (flightless) guillemots. Disturbance at the Inner Clyde Estuary SPA could
ultimately reduce the site’'s overall carrying capacity for redshank and/or lead to
some redistribution across the site

Mitigation or avoidance

A strategic approach to improve access to the shore or water will be implemented in
a way that the Conservation Objectives of the Natura sites will not be adversely
affected, i.e. access will not be promoted on or adjacent to the Inner Clyde or Ailsa
Craig (no linkage to terrestrial sites). Possible mitigating actions will enable
appropriate siting of routes and access points to avoid key feeding, roosting and
moulting sites for the qualifying bird species of the SPAs. Only proposals where it
can be ascertained that they will not adversely affect the integrity of Natura sites will
be in accordance with the Plan (ENV 7). This strategic approach is proposed in
Action 15 of the Plan (Annex |) and will be informed by policies ENV 2, ENV 3 and
ENV 4 of the Plan (Table 2) which are intended to generate improved knowledge of
how seabirds (and other mobile species) utilise marine areas. Such information
would potentially enable future proactive management, if required, e.g. development
of more prescriptive spatial policies within future revisions of the Plan, to avoid any
significant disturbance impacts. Other policies within the Plan that support the
Conservation Objectives of the Natura sites include:
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Policy ENV 6 of the Plan promotes the appropriate location of developments and
activities to minimise adverse impacts and to protect habitats and species (Table 2).

Development of voluntary codes of conduct such as the Scottish Marine Wildlife
Watching Code and adoption by marine users, in particular those involved in wildlife
tourism, is proposed in policy R&T 5 (Table 2).

Policy ENV 7 confirms that, in accordance with EC legislation®, any development
project will be required to carry out an individual appraisal in relation to Habitats
Regulations.

Conclusion
Given the mitigation measures indicated above, Policy COM 2 is unlikely to have a
significant effect on the integrity of any Natura site.

Policy R&T 2 Slipways and shoreside infrastructure

Policy Details

The network of slipways and shoreside infrastructure across the Firth of Clyde
should be maintained and enhanced to facilitate increased access to the water
resource. To ensure that investment is targeted in the most appropriate locations, an
infrastructure audit and capacity analysis should be carried out.

Implications for the sites

This would depend largely on the outcome of initial assessments of the provision of
water access points in relation to recreational demand (Actions 13 and 14 of the
Action Plan in Appendix ). The Inner Clyde Estuary SPA is the only site likely to be
affected by future proposals to improve existing infrastructure. There are three
conservation objectives likely to be compromised, these includes:

1.) No significant disturbance of the species
2.) Distribution of the species within site
3.) Distribution and extent of habitats supporting the species

This policy could result in more people using the Estuary due to the ease of access
that might increase the disturbance of wintering waders within the Inner Clyde
Estuary SPA. This could be compounded by increased use due to Policy COM 2 that
encourages the community to re-engage with their coastal environment. Such
disturbance could ultimately reduce the site’s overall carrying capacity for Redshank
and/or lead to some redistribution across the site; there is some existing
circumstantial evidence of such impacts associated with coastal footpaths.4
Maintaining and enhancing slipways and shoreside infrastructure could include
increasing the structural footprint and ultimately reducing the size/extent of the
habitat.

s Managing Natura 2000 Sites: The provisions of Article 6 of the Habitats Directive 92/43/CEE, Office
for Official Publications of the European Communities, 2000, Luxemburg.

¢ Harding, N. (2008a). Feeding Distribution of Wintering Waterfowl on the Inner Clyde SPA, Winter
2007-2008. Scottish Natural Heritage Commissioned Report No.XXX (ROAME No. RO6LI10) (in
press as at November 2008)

18



Mitigation or avoidance

This preliminary assessment indicates the need for careful management of projects
which promote or create coastal footpaths or water access points within or adjacent
to the SPA in order to avoid or mitigate potential disturbance and redistribution
impacts on the qualifying species at the Inner Clyde Estuary. Policies that do not
support the Conservation Objectives of the Natura sites will not be in accordance
with the Plan (ENV 7).

Other policies within the Plan also support the Conservation Objectives of the Natura
sites, these include:

Policy ENV 6 of the Plan promotes the appropriate location of developments and
activities to minimise adverse impacts and to protect habitats and species (Table 2).

Policy ENV 7 confirms that, in accordance with EC legislation®, any development
project will be required to carry out an individual appraisal in relation to Habitats
Regulations.

Conclusion
Given the mitigation measures indicated above, Policy R&T 2 is unlikely to have a
significant effect of any Natura site.

Policy R&T 3 Sailing and Cruising

Policy Details

Increased infrastructure capacity for the sailing and cruising industry should be
encouraged within the Firth of Clyde. The development of facilities and infrastructure
that enhance opportunities for tourism should be promoted, including increasing
berthing capacity and developing a network of “sail to” facilities.

Implications for the Sites

Increased leisure boating activity might impact the marine sites Ailsa Craig and Inner
Clyde through increased disturbance and litter particularly in the spring or summer
months when seabirds are prevalent on the SPA for breeding, roosting, feeding and
moulting. Conversvation Objectives for this site that are most likely to be
compromised are:

a) No significant disturbance on the species
b) Distribution of species within site

Increased traffic of leisure boating might cause disturbance to the SPA’s qualifying
species for each of the two sites, at both sites direct access onto the site would not
be possible therefore disturbance from passing boats might cause species at the
fringes of the site to move away and re-distribute within the area of the SPA.

Mitigation or Avoidance

° Managing Natura 2000 Sites: The provisions of Article 6 of the Habitats Directive 92/43/CEE, Office
for Official Publications of the European Communities, 2000, Luxemburg.
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There is no existing evidence that sailing and cruising within the Firth of Clyde are
affecting seabirds. Major sailing facilities at marinas are located away from Natura
sites. A strategic approach to the development of marine recreational activities is
proposed in policy R&T 2 (Table 2) and Action 14 (Appendix |) by undertaking a
capacity analysis highlighting the potential to increase use of the area. This analysis
will be informed by policies ENV 2, ENV 3 and ENV 4 of the Plan (Table 2) which are
intended to generate improved knowledge of how seabirds (and other mobile
species) utilise marine areas. Such information would potentially enable future
proactive management, if required, e.g. development of more prescriptive spatial
policies within future revisions of the Plan, to avoid any significant disturbance
impacts. Other policies within the Plan support the Conservation Objectives of the
Natura sites and improve the natural environment within the Firth of Clyde Estuary,
these include:

Policy ENV 11 proposes a marine litter strategy for the Firth of Clyde to assess the
extent and sources of marine litter and debris and implement initiatives to combat the
problem. The policy also suggests support of the Green Blue, an organisation which
advises boating and water sports enthusiasts on how to act in an environmentally
conscious way; part of their advice covers waste & sewage®.

Development of voluntary codes of conduct such as the Scottish Marine Wildlife
Watching Code and adoption by marine users, in particular those involved in wildlife
tourism, is proposed in policy R&T 5 (Table 2). This should minimise disturbance to
qualifying species at the site.

Policy ENV 7 confirms that, in accordance with EC legislation’, any development
project will be required to carry out an individual appraisal in relation to Habitats
Regulations.

Conclusion
Given the mitigation measures indicated above, Policy R&T 3 is unlikely to have a
significant effect on the integrity of any Natura site.

Policy S&T 1 Ferries

Policy Details

Existing ferry routes should be safeguarded from marine developments that might
hinder current or future service expansion. Where demand or need exists, new or
extended ferry services should be established, including any necessary harbour
improvements.

Implications for the Sites

New or extended ferry services are most likely between urban conurbations and
particularly in the Inner Clyde. Increased estuary traffic could potentially compromise
three conservation objectives:

® See http://www.thegreenblue.org.uk/youandyourboat/wasteandsewage.asp .
! Managing Natura 2000 Sites: The provisions of Article 6 of the Habitats Directive 92/43/CEE, Office
for Official Publications of the European Communities, 2000, Luxemburg.
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1) no significant disturbance of the species

2) structure, function and supporting processes of habitats supporting the
species.

3) distribution of the species within the site

Increased ferry traffic might cause disturbance through noise, air, and water
pollution, and the physical presents of a ferry in the estuary. This could result in
species moving away from the ferry routes and redistributing within the SPA area.
Water quality might have an effect on the condition of the supporting habitat and the
capacity to support the qualifying species.

Mitigation or Avoidance

Policy ENV 7 confirms that, in accordance with EC guidelines, each development
project will be required to carry out an individual appraisal in relation to Habitats
Regulations. If there were any proposal to develop novel ferry routes within or
passing through the Inner Clyde Estuary SPA, these would require to be subject to
Appropriate Assessment, with particular focus on potential disturbance and
displacement effects arising from the operation of vessels in the winter months and
the impacts on habitats arising from any proposed infrastructure developments.
Only proposals where it can be ascertained that they will not adversely affect the
integrity of Natura sites will be in accordance with the plan (ENV 7). Other policies
within the Plan maybe support the Conservation Objectives of the Natura sites and
improve the natural environment within the Firth of Clyde Estuary, these include:

Part 200 of the Plan on page 70 states that “The provision of such services and the
associated infrastructure should take into account: ............ the protection of the
nationally and internationally important natural environment within the Clyde”.

Policy ENV 6 of the Plan promotes the appropriate location of developments and
activities to minimise adverse impacts and to protect habitats and species (Table 2).

Conclusion
Given the mitigation measures indicated above, Policy S&T 1 is unlikely to have a
significant effect on any Natura site.

Policy S&T 3 Freight handling infrastructure

Policy Details

The development of new multimodal hubs, which would combine rail and shipping
should be encouraged and promoted. Local Development Plans have identified three
potential multimodal terminals at Hunterston, Greenock Ocean Terminal and Ayr
harbour. These ports and harbours should be better integrated and incorporated into
the wider transport system and supply chain. Connections to strategic corridors and
Scottish networks should be improved; capacity constraints reduced; and additional
routes able to carry standard European containers provided.

Implications for the Sites
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Increased shipping levels and vessel size might potentially lead to an increased risk
of chemical, especially fuel oil, spills which could affect seabirds from Ailsa Craig or
mudflat habitats, and associated invertebrates, utilised by Redshank within the Inner
Clyde Estuary. These activities might conflict with three Conservation Objectives:

1) No significant disturbance of the species

2) Distribution of the species within site

3) Structure, function and supporting processes of habitats supporting the
species

Increased shipping levels might cause disturbance through noise, air, and water
pollution, and the physical presents of a ship in the estuary. This intern could result
in species moving away from the shipping routes and redistributing within the SPA
area. Water quality might have an effect on the condition of the supporting habitat
and the capacity to support the qualifying species.

Mitigation or Avoidance

Such impacts should be fully considered within the Habitat Regulations associated
with major ports infrastructure developments. Potential mitigation measures would
include comprehensive regular updates to oil spill contingency plans, which should
reflect improved (spatial) knowledge of environmental features and their sensitivity to
oil pollution arising from the implementation of environmental policies (specifically
ENV1, 3 and 4) within the Plan. Only proposals where it can be ascertained that they
will not adversely affect the integrity of Natura sites will be in accordance with the
Plan (ENV 7).

Policy ENV 7 confirms that, in accordance with EC legislation®, any development
project will be required to carry out an individual appraisal in relation to Habitats
Regulations.

Conclusion
Given the mitigation measures indicated above, Policy S&T 3 is unlikely to have a
significant effect on any Natura site.

Policy S&T 5 Hunterston deep water container port

Policy Details

This Plan recognises the potential development of an international transhipment hub
requiring deep water for sea freight movement at Hunterston. The area should be
safeguarded and marine developments discouraged that may have a negative effect
upon such a development.

Implications for the Sites

Increased levels of shipping activity could cause disturbance and increase risk of oil
or other chemical spillages. This would be likely to affect seabirds at SPAs which
depend on the marine environment, namely at Ailsa Craig SPA where seabirds use
adjacent waters for fledging and food, and the Inner Clyde Estuary SPA where

8 Managing Natura 2000 Sites: The provisions of Article 6 of the Habitats Directive 92/43/CEE, Office
for Official Publications of the European Communities, 2000, Luxemburg.
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Redshanks feed on mudflats exposed at low tide. The SPA Conservation Objectives
that might be compromised are:

a) No significant disturbance to the species

b) Distribution of the species within site

c) Structure, function and supporting processes of habitats supporting the
species

Increased levels of shipping activity could cause disturbance through noise, air, and
water pollution, and the physical presents of a ship in the estuary. This intern could
result in species moving away from the shipping routes and redistributing within the
SPA area. Water quality might have an effect on the condition of the supporting
habitat and the capacity to support the qualifying species.

Mitigation or Avoidance

Hunterston Deep Water Container Port is included in the National Planning
Framework and the Ayrshire Structure Plan safeguards Hunterston for the
development of an international transhipment hub. Policy ENV 7 confirms that, in
accordance with EC guidelines®, any infrastructure development project would be
required to carry out an individual appraisal in relation to Habitats Regulations.
Potential mitigation measures would include comprehensive regular updates to oll
spill contingency plans, which should reflect improved (spatial) knowledge of
environmental features and their sensitivity to oil pollution arising from
implementation of environmental policies (specifically ENV1, 3 and 4) within the
Plan. Only proposals where it can be ascertained that they will not adversely affect
the integrity of Natura sites will be in accordance with the Plan (ENV 7).

Conclusion
Given the mitigation measures indicated above, Policy S&T 3 is unlikely to have a
significant effect on the integrity of any Natura site.

Policy FISH 3

Policy Details

Measures should be encouraged to improve the key road infrastructure to enable
rapid transhipment to markets and processors, with priority given to works that
maintain and upgrade the A82 and A83.

Implications for the Sites

For the Western acidic oak woodland of both Loch Lomond and Tarbert SACs
construction work and/or increased traffic could impact the extent of habitat on site,
processes supporting the habitat (eg through hydrological changes or pollution) and
could disturb typical species of the habitat. For Loch Lomond SAC works increased
through-traffic could also be a hazard for the Otter species (Lutra lutra) through
disturbance, damage to supporting habitat or road kill. For Glen Etive & Glen Fyne
SPA, works and increased traffic could impact the distribution and extent of habitats
supporting the Golden eagle and change the structure, function and supporting

o Managing Natura 2000 Sites: The provisions of Article 6 of the Habitats Directive 92/43/CEE, Office
for Official Publications of the European Communities, 2000, Luxemburg.
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processes of habitats supporting the species. The Conservation Objectives that
might be compromised combined from both SAC and SPA sites are:

a) No significant disturbance of the species

b) No significant disturbance of typical species of the habitat

c) Distribution and extent of habitats supporting the species

d) Extent of the habitat on site

e) Structure, function and supporting processes of habitats supporting the
species

f) Structure and function of the habitat

g) Processes supporting the habitat

h) Population of the species as a viable component of the site

Mitigation or Avoidance

Policy ENV 7 confirms that, in accordance with EC guidelines, any infrastructure
development project would be required to carry out an individual appraisal in relation
to Habitats Regulations. During any such appraisal of future maintenance or
upgrading of the A82 and A83, various impacts on the SACs/SPAs need to be
considered. The following is a guideline of issues, the potential impacts would have
to be examined at a more detailed level:

Glen Etive & Glen Fyne SPA, qualifying interest Golden eagle
- habitat loss
- air pollution
- noise disturbance
- access

Loch Lomond Woods SAC, qualifying interest Western acidic oak woodland and
Otter

- habitat loss

- hydrological impacts

- noise disturbance

- air pollution

- light pollution

- road Kill

- access

Tarbert Woods SAC, qualifying interest Western acidic oak woodland
- habitat loss
- hydrological impacts
- air pollution
- disturbance
- access

Policy ENV 6 of the Plan promotes the appropriate location of developments and
activities to minimise adverse impacts and to protect habitats and species (Table 2).

Conclusion
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Given the requirement for any new construction project to undertake an individual
appraisal in regards to Habitat Regulations, Policy FISH 3 is unlikely to have a
significant effect on the integrity of any Natura site.
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Section 3 - Conclusion

Strategic Vision & Guiding Principles of the Plan

The vision for 2029 is that “The Firth of Clyde will have a healthy marine and coastal
environment, rich in biodiversity and natural resources. This will enhance the quality
of life for local communities and contribute to a diverse and sustainable economy for
the West of Scotland”. The Plan’s policies have been developed in accordance with
six guiding principles, namely Sustainable Development, the Ecosystem Approach,
Responsible Use, Quality of Life, Adding Value and Partnership Working.

Environmental Policies

Policy ENV 6 of the Plan explicitly state that “developments and activities should be
in locations appropriate to their scale and impact upon the wider environment, in
order to minimise damage or disturbance”.

Policy ENV 7 explicitly states that “development likely to have a significant effect on
Natura 2000 sites .......... will be subject to an appropriate assessment” and that if it
can not be ascertained that the plan or project will not adversely affect the integrity of
a Natura Site then it can not be consented (subject to no alternatives and imperative
reasons of overriding public interest).

It must be stressed that approval of this higher level Plan does not exempt any
further plans or any development project in the Firth of Clyde from appraisal in
relation to Habitats Regulations and appropriate assessment where relevant.

Overall Conclusion

Given the strategic nature of providing overarching policies and guidelines for
stakeholders in the Firth of Clyde area, the assessment in this appraisal is
proportional to the level and detail of the Plan. This appraisal concludes that the Plan
is unlikely to have a significant effect on the integrity of any Natura 2000 site and can
therefore be approved by the relevant Competent Authority.
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Annex | — Action Plan — 4 pages

287 Itis critical to the Plan’s success that its policy aspirations are translated into a clearly
priontised action plan that identifies the important areas of activity within the Firth of Clyde

for planning authorities, regulators and stakeholders. A preliminary five-year action plan,

covering the period 2008 to 2014, detailing what should be delivered by whom and when, is

set out.

288. Considaration will have to be gwven to the resounces requined to delver the policies within the Plan.
Inclusion in this preliminary action plan does not guarantee that policies will be delivered
or that funding will be avallabla.

coordinated gatharing and tha SSMEI Clyda Pilat In SMH
racording of data in the bringing together all existing SEPA
Firth af Clyda data and Information. Marina
= It should pricritise sreas where | Scotland
further survey wark. Iz required.
2 ENY2 Idenify and map locations waork of tha Aeview of SMH 2011
of Internationally, nationally Biodversity end add data which | Maring
and locally mportant could not be includad due to Scotland
spacies, habitats and tima constrairce In tha ariginal
sarsitivitias project.
= Thig should buld upon « Maw locations should be
Included.
3 EMVz Map areas where particular | « Through mapping known FaCF iz
acthitiae could Impact upon | locations of species and Marina
sanaitive Bpecies and habitate, with locations of Scotflend
habitats activiies and SMH
sansitivity/pressure Information, | Marina
patanttal conflicie can be Usars
Iderified.
L EMV3 Identify Impontant aress for | « Dats collsted on mobile epacies | FoCF ez
mabila species chould be enalysad to idanefy | SMH
araag which ara Impartant Marira
spatially andfor temporgly for | Scotlend
maobile spacies.
5 EMVa Develop a sulta of = Some speckes and habitate are | SMH 2011
prassura/genaiivity particularly sansitive to tha FRS
Indicators affacts of cartan actiities. SEPA
B ENYa Map ereas where marine * Through mapping areas where | FalCF 2011
basad activities take placa activities take place these can
be ovarlain with the location af
known spedes and habiats to
Idertify areas where conficte
may arksa.
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e
Pariners | Dellvery
7 ENVG Develop a guiding framework. | - This will identity sanekive and FoCF 82012
for nan-ngihve epecies vunamble epecles and habitats 1o | SNH
mitigation no-native Invasive epecies and
desslop &n actian plan to protadt
and restona tham.
q ENWID Carry out 8 = Thara ke Imitad gquidance awalksble | SNH 201
eamscape’landecaps analysie | on the mpacks of new Phrining
of tha Firth af Clyds desalopments on semcapes. The | Authorties
outzome of tha analysie ehould ba
distibutad to desslopars and
planning authornties.
a ENW11 Establsh @ marine littar = A laad organiegtion or Indvidual | FoCF ma
coordinesior far the Arth of |e required o enable a graegic | SNH
Chyda approach to be devaloped. SEPA
= The manna Iker coordinatar, Local
warking In partnership with Autharties
cantral and local govamment, Marina
relevant ajencies and tha Soatiand
voluritary sactor, wil enable a
atratagic approach to be
desakoped within the Arth of
Chyda
10 ENV11 Davelop a coordnated maring | = £ should encourage agencles and | FoCF Zma
Mtter sirategy for the Arth af local autharties 1o wark SNH
Chyda collabaratkaly o tackia marine SEPA
Ikter Local
= This ehoild ako aatableh a Authartias
monkaring natwark Marina
Scatiand
11 ENV11 Estabish @ monkoring = This would enabia the FoCF mz
nebwark for maring Iftbar and Idantification of prority areas and | SNH
dabrt the main sourcas of manne IEer | SERA
and debrk. Local
Authartias
Manna
Scatiand
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Propozal Policy Proposal Potential | Target
Parmers: | Dellvery
12 A&T1 Sockaconomic Review of = Camy out a study 1o ascartain the | BMF Zma
marne recreation and tourkern | total econamic worth of the Fith | Wit Scotland
af Cyda marine baead recreation | Enterpriss
and founem Industry with an Companies
meagimant af ke potertial worlh | Local
= Detals are required for micm- Authartias
data such &3 visitar numbens,
whizt they do and thar spending
pattarne.
= Thig resdew wil provida an
avidance baga for the
desalapment of the coordinated
gtrateqy on recraatian and
touriem.
12 R&TZ Shoreside accese and = [dentiy and evalate the FeCF Mz
nirastructure audt candkion af axeting eharesida Loszal
Infrastructura and suikabikty of Authartias
accass paints. Marina
Recreation
Uears
14 A&TZ Capadty analyekz far maring | - Thie wil highlght areas whena FoCF Mz
racreation acthities CUENt recreation actty akes Local
placa, the facithes cumamntly Authartles
avalable and the potentil 1o Marina
Incregeatha e of areae through | Aecreation
wider promation ar mproved Ugars
Infrastnuchure and faciiies.
= It il sl iderkPy armas whare
recreational acthiy cumenty
doesn't taka placa, but could be
sccommadabad.
15 R&TZ Davelop a coordnated = The knawladpe galned through FoCF iz
etrategy for shoreskle propoaak 14 and 15 would enable | Local
rirastructure mprovements a1argeted approach 1o proddng | Autharkles
and markenanca manne Infrastructure raquiremants
a1 well &3 [dantity fubure
development opportunkies and
mainbanance requinements.
18 R&T3 Implamnent the Chede Sal = The Infrastnacture and facities Clyde 2all
Stratagy required 1o expand the ealing Partnenship
auparence In the Arth of Cyde | Local
have been Idanttfiad in the Chyde | Authartles
Sal Strateqy Through the delvany | Entarpriss
af theea k k= anticipetad that the Companias
numbear af baate In the Chyda
coukd double in 10 yeara.
17 RA&TA Inwastigata Recraational = The qualky of water |e an SERA mz
\ater Quality Standard Impartant regourca for attracting | Sooftish
manne recrastion and toursm. Watar
= Thiz standand would Kentify areas
whare na Il eacte would be
anticipatad I recraational usas
Ingestad wabar.
Dwenvelop wolunkary codes of - | « The codes of conduct ehould be | FoCF msz
conduct for maring |elsura devaloped to minimee damaging | Harbour
acthities Impacts and conflicte between | Mastan
ather uean. AvA
* Pricrity should be given ta SEMIF
devaloping codes of conduct far
aaling and cruking

1m
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Propozal Proposal Target
leam [Ialmr]r

Davelop an Integratad « The genenic marksting af Wiatt Scotiand | 2012
marketing strategy Tor the Scatland e marne resoure snd Sportscatiand
Frth of Chde the Chde In particulr neade 1o be | Event
developad, Scotland
Loszal
Authartias
Soattish
Enterpriss
Lozal
Authartles
Industry

20 RA&TR Increasa provielon for marine | - The firet opportunky many people | Local iz

ted recreation in schook heave of vanous sports le @ part of | Authortles
the physical education provieion at | Spotscotiand
achoal AYA

= The UK oftan sucocaeds In marine
basad aports. Thers i & cantnus
naad howesar, 1o Tind new
participarts.

kal MAR1 Carmy out 8 landecape There k2 ImEed quidanca curmently m1
capacily study avalable on how markcuthure
devalopments Intaract with the
geascaps and lEndecape.

2 MAR1 Eaclaconamic Eview = Them k= Imked infammstian M1
avalable on the sacko-acanomic
beneft of maricukura in the Clyda.

= Thie shudy ehauld s3certain the
total econamic warth of the
mancukure gactorwkhin tha Ath
af Clyda ge wal & an sesssment
of e paotential werth.

2 MARZ Davelop an Inbagraled = Thiz waukd ba rescurce led, FoCF mz

maricukure siratagy Idantidng arass prefermad and
lesz prafamad far devslopment.

- It waukd also provida puidance b
minimiea tha Impact of tamastral
devalopment: an exlsting and
firiure marcukure deselopments

E1 ] FASHA Map fighing grounds whikch | - Igariiy areae whers devebopment | Ciyde IFE | 2011
ane sanskhe to other maring | or activiles would have @ SMNH
activities detrimantsl Impact an fishing RS
grouncs. FoCF

25 ASHZ Cammy out an audk of existing | = Ideniiy and evaluate the condition | Ciyde 1FG imz
nirastnicture af exigting infrastructure and
facifies.

=% ASHZ Denelop 3 strabagic plan to In light of the Chde 1FG Clyde IFG | 2012
diiver new and Improve Management Plan and the aiit of | Local
exigting Infrastructura Infrastructurs 8 girsbagic plan Authartles
ahould Dalver Infrastructure Parte
requimmerts that will eneure the | Trarepart
Clyde Aeharlea s competiive Eoatiand

7 FSHA Map fiehing activky and = Thare kB 3 nead 1o map the bcation | Clyde IFG 2mi
ritenzity In the FArth of Chyda ard Inbereky of Tehenes adMiyin - | FRS
arer 1o make the Eecommendationg | SMH

rgaring the most appropriate

methiade of asseasing the ecological

affecte of fehing actvly
Camy out a shudy on the - The effects of diflarent fshing SMH 202
Impacts of fishing Lo the activitles I the maring erviorment | FRS
marine anvroomant 0 ot fully undemstoad SEPA

Clyde IFG
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